TOWN CORE FROM DAWN TO DUSK BEGINNING SATURDAY (OCTOBER 4) FOR.
THE THIRD ANNUAL NUIT BLANCHE. CHECK OUT NOW’S GUIDE AND NAP EARLY
TO MAKE THE MOST OF TO’S SPECTACULAR ALL-NIGHT ART PARTYox k4

Step |nto Zone A—
bordered by Spadlna,

—and look for 15 instal-
lations in The New

don Hatt; that explore
the sense of belonging
and aliehation. Expect -
mixed feelings—some

By DAVID JAGER

Bloor, Jarvis'and Queen .

World, curated by Gor- '

of these works are play- |
ful, some truly troubling

TOM BENDTSEN
(900 Bay at Wellesley) <
Over12,000 volumes of books stacked into an oval 4 metres thick and 4 metres

-tall make up Bendtsen’s installation Conversation #2. On the outside, the spines..
<" of the books are configured into a pixelated landscape. On the inside, viewers

can explore a musty bibliophilic enclosure of spores, signifying the unconscious

“and regeénerative aspects of text: Bendtsen’s work addresses the inner and outer
- dimensions of language, both ||tera|ly and metaphorically, in this intriguing

manimantal crulntura

FUJIWARA TAKAHIRO

(Eaton Centre, 220 Yonge, Albert Streét entrance)

Translucency, plasticity and massive scale are all elements of Tak

The Blue, a serene cone of giant blue donuits suspended in the middle ofthe
Eaton Centre, entitled Into The Blue. Takahiro, who prefers organic and sensual
shapes that carry a subtle erotic charge, reconﬁgures one of. Canada s Iargest

wlth

little bitdirty.
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insisted on defining its scope both

g ince its inception, Nuit Blanche has

locally and internationally; Don’t
be decéived. Many big names phoned
in their Nuit Blanche pieces in 2006 and
2007. (Michael Snow, José ‘Angel Toirac,
and Fujiko Nakaya all provided arguable

bathos that first year); conversely, little-’

known local artists like Darren O’Donnell,

Swintak and Jennifei Marman-and Daniel -

Borins have used the evening as a high-pro- .

file launching pad for their big ideas. 2008
offers more internationales than ever before
— areason for excitement, to be sure — but

-there is efjual reason, as-always, to keep an
+eye on the home team. Here, a Zone-by-

one breakdown of the contenders.

(CURATED BY GORDON HATT)

STAR IMPORTS: Stereoscope (Berlin, Ger-
many) Project Blinkenlights Already
acclaimed for havmg executed spectacular
installations in their hometown and in Paris,
France (at that city’s own Nuit Blanche),
Stereoscope come to Toronto with a hype-
“worthy-project: -turning City Hall’s 960
windows into a pixelated “visual concert”
which bystanders will be able to control
using their cellphones.

HOMETOWN HERO: Luis Jacob, Without
Persons Undoubtedly many will want to
check-out Jacob’s exhibit not only because
‘he has-had tremendous success both at
home and abroad (at last year’s docu-

‘menta;- for mstan_ce) but also because it is

in the rarely traversed Maple Leaf Gardens.
Indeed, Jacob’s piece is-interided to draw-

attenuon to the space, which-will * [reso-‘

nate] with robotic voices” conversing about
“being;” and contain-two video screens
abstractly illustrating the idea.

DARK HORSE: Tom Bendtsen (Toronto,
ON), Conversation #2 Bendtsen hasn’t
shown in Toronto since 2001 and this, an

-oval tower made of over 12,000 books (900

Bay, at Wellesley), will undoubtedly be a
sight tosee.

ZONE B -

(CURATED BY WAYNE BAERWALDT)

STAR IMPORT: Magnetic Laboratorium/
Marisela La Grave (New York City, USA)
Business Class La Grave’s.Magnetic Labo-
ratorium works in the great New York tra-
dition of the happening; executing unique,
site-specific events in their hometown and
around the world. This piece, which takes
place in a parking lot at Temperance and
Sheppard St., lampoons the ethos of the
financial district with, among other things,
a crowd of “business people” lining up to
have their luggage searched.

- HOMETOWN HERO: Kelly Mark, Horroridor

Mark’s new installation should make more

of an impression than her unremarkable A

Little Thought from 2006’s Nuit Blanche.
This-time, she lines a long corridor at Union
Station with 20-foot dual projections of
footage of people screarning from vanous
horror movies:

DARK HORsES: Matt Masters and Terence

Houle (Calgary, AB) & 2boys.tv-(Mon-

treal, PQ) Don Coyote & Quixotic Alberta
curator;Baerwaldt brings-some esoteric

',Wes{em humour to town with Matt Mas-

ters and Terence Houle, collaborating with
Montreal’s 2boys.tv (who dazzled Toronto
audiences at Buddies’ ArtHouse Cabaret last
year) on a drama-cum-pageant inspired by
Cervantes (Cathedral Church of St. James,
65 Church).

ZONE C,l
(CURATED BY HAEMA SIVANESAN)

STAR IMPORT: -Ruark Lewis (Sydney, Aus-
tralia) EUPHEMISMS FOR THE INTIMATE

ENEMY Celebrated not only for his visual -

art but also for his poetry, a métier to which,
arguably, he is more devoted, Lewis is per-
haps best known for his collaborative work
with artist Paul Carter, which concerned the
incredible vicissitudes of Lutheran mission-

ary Carl Strehlow. Here he presents, at the

corner of Mowat and Liberty; 550 55-gallon
drums, the connotations: ch; in-this
resource—depleted worls screamingly
ev1dem g

HOMETOWN HEROES Ulysses Castellanos
and Faisal Anwar, XIBALBA Castellanos
remms after his brave, rain-soaked perfor-
mance:in 2006 'with talented interdisciplin-
ary artist Anwar in tow. The two present
interactive sculptures in Liberty Village
(Carpet Factory parking lot, at Fraser) that
illuminate incrementally depending on the
distances viewers stand from them.

DARK HORSE: Noni Kaur ZToronto, ON)-
SNIFF, LICK PINCH, NIBBLE, SWAL-

, Mississauga artist Kaur has

exhlblted internationally, but remains’

under the radar in the Toronto art com-
munity. Her piece, already presented to
great success at the ROM’s “Salon South

Asia: Sip/See/Swoon” event last spring,
consists of a metres-long rangoli: a floor’
decoration composed of coconut, rice.and
tumeric. The piece is, apparently, not so
much a diatribe about consumption and
exploitation as a celebration of ethnicity
and sensuality. (First Captial Realty, 85
Hanna.)

ZONE C, il

[(CURATED BY DAVE DYMENT]

STAR IMPORTS: Yoko Ono.(New York City, -
USA);-Michel de'Broin (Montreal, PQ),
Overflow Ono brings back her Wish Tree,
last here at the AGO-as part of her solo ret-
rospective, and puts up one of her Imagine
Peace billboards at the corner of Liberty and
Jefferson. De Broin, winner of last year’s -
Sobey Art Award, installs a waterfall in the
third-storey window of the.prison chapel at
East Liberty and Lynn Williams.

HOMETOWN HERO: Jon Sasaki (Toronto,
ON) I Promise It Will Always Be This Way
Sasaki’s wryly comic conceptualism gets a
vast forum at Lamport Stadium: a myriad
of mascots will try to pump up visitors to
jock rock throughout the-evening, them-
selves becomingspectacles of absurdism
and defeat.

DARK HORSES: The Custodians of Destruc-
tion (Toronto, ON) SMASH! Droppin’
Stuff In what is perhaps-thé crassest and
most curious Nuit Blanche installation this
year, a group calling themselves The Cus-
todians of Destruction will; yes, drop stuff
from a crane. Bring protective eyewear (60
Atlantic.)
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